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Background: 

Pediatric pancreatitis is associated with significant morbidity and health care burden. Patient 
education improves disease outcomes. The aim of this study is to evaluate the impact of the 
Animated Pancreas Patient (APP), pediatric focused online educational modules on patient and 
caregiver education. 

Methods: 

Retrospective study of collected APP metrics over 6 years – June 2017 to June 2023. The audience 
reach and geographic location to the APP site were assessed. Further, we collected data on the 
top 5 viewed expert and patient videos and evaluated impact of these modules on outcomes 
through viewer surveys. 

Results: 

There were 226,772 visitors to the APP Pediatric modules on NPF website. They viewed the 
modules 310,068 times for an average of 51,678 views/year (Figure 1). Patients and caregivers 
of the APP Pediatric modules comprised 76% of all viewers (Figure 2). Most viewers were in the 
USA (Figure 3). The expert video with greatest number of views was “What diet and nutrition 
plan is recommended to manage chronic pancreatitis” (42,032 views) (Table 2). The most viewed 
patient video was “What was the pain like with pancreatitis” (46,146 views) (Table 3). In contrast, 
adult modules had 1,475,252 views over a 4-year period with an average of 368,813 views/year. 
Given the incidence of Pediatric and adult chronic pancreatitis in 2014 of 1.9/100,000 persons 
and 24.7/100,000 persons respectively, the average yearly views per incidence were 27,198 and 
14,932 for children and adults, respectively. 

 
 



Conclusion:   

The average yearly view/incidence for Pediatric modules was 1.8 times higher than for adult 
modules. The popularity and effectiveness of the Pediatric modules confirms the need to provide 
educational materials about Pediatric pancreatitis to patients and caregivers. 
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Table 1. Pediatric Animations Ranked by Views  

Animation Title Views 
Helping Kids and Teens Understand Acute Pancreatitis 
                              

29,253 

Helping Kids and Teens Understand Chronic Pancreatitis 
 

4,866 

Helping Kids and Teens Understand and Prepare for Surgery 
 

4,500 

Table 2. Top 3 Viewed Expert Videos 

Expert Video Title Views 
Diet and nutrition plan recommended in chronic pancreatitis 
 

42,032 

How long does chronic pancreatitis last? 
                                                

22,384 

How can repeat acute pancreatitis attacks be prevented? 
                                                     

19,125 

Table 3. Top 3 Viewed Patient Videos 

Patient Video Title Views 
What was the pain like with pancreatitis? 
 

46,146 

What symptoms did you have before diagnosis? 
 

33,888 

How was your diet after surgery? 
 

4,522 



Figure 1. Visitors to the APP Pediatric Modules 

 

Figure 2. Audience Reach and Demographics 

 

Figure 3. Audience Geography 
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